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Qualifications
Young people can achieve a wide range of 
qualifications at school and in the community

The Framework
The SCQF has 12 levels and features over 10,000 qualifications.  
The diagram below shows the mainstream qualifications.

National 
Qualifications
SCQF levels 3 to 7

These include National 
3 to Advanced 

Higher courses. They 
help pupils build 

knowledge and skills 
across subjects. 

Foundation 
Apprenticeships

SCQF level 6

Foundation 
Apprenticeships combine 
classroom learning with 
workplace experience, 

helping pupils gain skills 
that employers value. 

Personal 
achievement awards

SCQF levels 3 to 7

Personal achievement awards 
recognise learning that takes 
place beyond the classroom, 
such as through the Outward 

Bound Trust or Youth 
Achievement Award.

Vocational qualifications
SCQF levels 3 to 6

Skills for Work 

Practical, work-related courses that introduce 
young people to different career areas such as 

construction, childcare or hospitality.

National Progression Awards 

These focus on specific sectors or 
skills, such as digital media, sports 

leadership or business.

Find out the SCQF levels of these qualifications,  
and see how they compare with others on the Framework.

View the 
interactive 
Framework

Visit our 
support hub 
for school 

leavers

Your Qualifications Scotland 
certificate will list the SCQF 
level and credit points of 
your qualifications

What’s it for?
The SCQF helps you make sense of qualifications, by showing: •	� How challenging a course or qualification is and how many hours of learning are involved.•	� That all learning is valued, whatever the route.

What is the SCQF?

•	� The Scottish Credit and 

Qualifications Framework 

(SCQF) is Scotland’s system 

for understanding different 

qualifications.

•	� It helps you see and compare 

all the things you can learn in 

Scotland — at school, college, 

university, work, or in your 

community.

How does it work?

The SCQF uses levels and credit 

points:

•	� Levels tell you how hard a 

qualification is. Level 12 is the 

most challenging.

•	� Credit points tell you how  

many hours of learning is 

involved, with 1 credit point 

equating to around 10 hours  

of learning time.

Why do I need it?
The SCQF helps you plan your learning, by showing: 
•	� How different types of qualifications fit together.
•	� Ways to reach your goals at school, college, university, work, or in the community.

•	� That there are multiple routes  to get to where you want.

Can’t find your qualification?     
Visit the SCQF Register.

The SCQF Register is a database of all 
the qualifications on the SCQF. It features 
more than 10,000 qualifications.??

https://scqf.org.uk/the-framework/interactive-framework/
https://scqf.org.uk/support/learners/school-leavers/
https://scqf.org.uk/the-framework/scqf-register/
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Your questions
Are SCQF credit points the same as UCAS tariff 
points?

No. They measure different things. UCAS tariff points 
are based on the grade you achieve. SCQF credit 
points show how many hours of learning a qualification 
involves, whatever grade you get.

Why does an ‘A’ at Higher have the same SCQF 
credit points as a ‘C’?

Because SCQF credit points are about how much 
learning you’ve done, not how well you did in the exam. 
An ‘A’ and a ‘C’ at the same level both involve the same 
learning time so they have the same number of SCQF 
credit points.

Will my qualifications be recognised if I move 
abroad?

Yes. SCQF levels link to the European Qualifications 
Framework (EQF). This helps employers, colleges 
and universities in other countries understand your 
qualifications.

If I build up SCQF credit points, will I automatically 
get into college or university?

No — not on their own. However, SCQF credit points 
help colleges and universities understand how much 
learning you’ve done and the level you’ve studied at. 
Admissions staff also look at subjects studied and 
grades achieved.

I’ve done an award through my youth club with an 
SCQF level. Why is that useful?

It means your award is officially recognised and has 
a quality mark. This can help when applying for jobs, 
college and university.

Will SCQF help me get a job or an apprenticeship?

Not directly — but it helps employers understand your 
learning and achievements.

SCQF levels show:

•	 how challenging your qualifications are, and

•	 how much learning you’ve completed.

As you move on, work-based qualifications can also 
add to your SCQF credits.

SCQF
level 7

Qualifications 
Scotland: Professional 
Development Award in 

Refereeing

The Boys’ Brigade:
King George VI

Leadership
Programme

Scottish Schools
Education

Research Centre:
Leadership in STEM

SCQF
level 6

Powering
Futures:

Challenge
Programme

Young Enterprise
Scotland:
Company

Programme

Leadership Skills
Foundation:

Sports
Leadership

SCQF
level 5

Daydream
Believers:
Creative

Innovation

Outward Bound
Trust: Adventure
and Challenge

Award

Scottish Sports
Futures: Conflict

Resolution

SCQF
level 4

Youth Scotland:
Youth

Achievement
Award

King’s Trust:
Personal

Development &
Employability Skills

Keep Scotland
Beautiful:

Biodiversity Action

Other awards you may know
There are lots of different qualifications your school or community may offer you that help you 

build your knowledge and skills. Here are some examples you may have heard of:
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