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Minutes of the 72nd meeting of the SCQF Partnership Board held on Friday 28th November at 9am 
via Teams. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Confirmed 

Members Present: 
 
John Evans (JE) for items 1 - 2 Chair of SCQF Partnership 
Claire McPherson (CMc) for item 3     Universities Scotland  
Nick Page (NP)       SQA  
Rob Stroud (RS)       QAA 
Stuart McKenna (SMc)      Co-opted Director 
Ross Short (RSH)       Co-opted Director 
Martin Jones (MJ)       Co-opted Director 
 
In Attendance: 
 
Pauline Radcliffe (PL) for items 1 - 2     SCQF Partnership 
Marissa Lippiatt (ML) for items 1 - 2      SCQF Partnership 
Susan Lauder (SL) for items 1 - 2     SCQF Partnership 
Raymond Henry (RH) for item 1.1 The Kelvin Partnership – 

SCQFP independent auditors 
Apologies: 
 
Marie Hendry (MH)       Colleges Development Network 
Gillian Brydson (GB)       Co-opted Director & Chair of  

 QC 
 
Welcome and introductions 
 
The Chair (JE) welcomed all to the meeting including Raymond Henry from the Kelvin Partnership, 
SCQFP’s independent auditors and noted apologies.  JE suggested moving Raymond’s 
commentary to the start of the meeting to allow him to leave to which all agreed. 
 
JE advised that he and all SCQFP staff would leave after agenda item 2 to allow the private 
discussion to take place. 
 
Declaration of Interests 
 
No declarations of interest were made. 
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1.1 Audited Financial Statements and report of Trustees for year ended 31 March 2025    
 
RH spoke to the paper and highlighted the strong balance sheet position. 
 
RH advised page 16 showed a summary of income and expenditure for the year backed up by 
pages 31 and 32 which provided a detailed breakdown.  RH indicated income remained relatively 
static whilst expenditure had increased.  RH stated the increased expenditure had been expected 
due to previous discussions which had taken place regarding the increase in staff salaries.  RH 
advised the remaining expenditure remained in line with that from last year which highlighted good 
control over the costs. 
 
RH advised the balance sheet was able be verified by the amount sitting in the bank account and 
as previously highlighted showed a strong position with a year end reserve total of £665k.   
 
RH finished by stating from an auditor standpoint no issues had been found and the accounts 
showed a true and fair view of the requirements for the year end position. 
 
JE opened the floor for questions. 
 
SMc offered congratulations for a good set of accounts and enquired whether the wages increase 
had been accrued due to playing catch up with some of the positions filled over the period.  PR 
advised this had been due to salary increases in line with the SCQFP spinal point system.  PR 
stated a proportionate approach had been applied to pay rises in order to achieve a median across 
cost of living and spinal point increase. 
 
Raymond Henry left the meeting at this point. 
 
All agreed subject to the changes being made JE would sign the accounts rather than bringing 
back to the Board for approval. 
           ACTION 
 
       
1.2 External Auditor’s report and management response  
 
The Board noted the Auditor’s report which had highlighted one area for improvement relating to 
submission of Director’s paperwork to Companies House and the associated management 
response to this. 
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2. AOB - CEO request to change January Board meeting date re attendance at 5  

Countries Meeting Cardiff  
 
PR advised this request related to the 5 Nations meeting, the date for which had been set some 
time after the Board schedule had been disseminated.  PR stated SCQFP is one of the main 
representatives on the group along with SQA accreditation and SFC who would also be in 
attendance to represent tertiary interests.  PR indicated this would be an important annual event in 
the calendar to attend.  PR advised she would normally not be in attendance however as this 
would be the SCQFP’s new Head of Assurance’s first meeting in this forum it was felt prudent for 
PR to provide support and guidance.   
 
All agreed if PR, as CEO, felt attendance at the meeting was necessary then the Board should 
support finding an alternative date for the January 2026 Board meeting.  SL would contact 
Directors to ascertain a suitable date for a rescheduled meeting. 
           ACTION 
 
 
 


